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BOROUGH  OF  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(1931). 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors . 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1931. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area,  in  Acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident 
Population 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1931)  ... 

RATEABLE  VALUE. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  Town  is  largely  a  residential,  market  and 
shopping  centre,  and  on  account  of  its  historical  interest 
attracts  many  visitors  during  the  summer  months. 

The  only  industries  of  any  size  carried  on  in  the  town 
are  Messrs.  Flower  &  Son’s  Brewery,  Messrs.  Joseph’s 
Aluminium  Works,  and  the  Brick  Works,  all  of  which  are 
carried  on  under  good  hygienic  conditions. 


6,899 
1 1 ,460 

3,259 

ZT3,2I2 

Z326 


Live  Births 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

i 

Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  H5  72  7 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  —  2  — 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  12-65. 

Total.  M.  F. 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  3  .3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  stillbirths)  births,  20.3. 

Total.  M.  F. 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  l4°  74  66 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  12.2. 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and 


childbirth — 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  68  9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  68-9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  3 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

HOSPITALS. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  Apart  from  the  open-air  balconies 
at  the  Stratford-on-Avon  Union  Infirmary  there  is  no 
institutional  provision  locally. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  admitted  to  the  King 
Edward  VII  Memorial  Sanatorium,  Warwick. 

Maternity.  No  provision  is  made  locally,  but  a 
few  cases  have  taken  advantage  of  the  facilities  provided 
by  the  Warwickshire  C.C.  at  3,  The  Butts,  Warwick. 

CHILDREN.  There  is  no  special  Hospital  for 
Children  in  the  district. 
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FEVER.  The  Borough,  joihtly  with  the  Rural  District 
of  Stratford-on-Avon  provides  an  Isolation  Hospital  of 
40  beds,  situated  within  the  Borough. 

SMALLPOX  is  provided  for  by  a  Hospital  of  8  Beds, 
situated  about  a  mile  from  the  town. 

General  Medical  and  Surgical  Cases  are  treated 
in  the  General  Hospital  which  accommodates  30  cases. 

Apart  from  the  Poor  Law  Arrangements  there  is  no 
institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants,  and  homeless  children. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Two  Motor  Ambulances  are  available,  one  for  general 
cases,  kept  at  the  General  Hospital,  the  other,  for 
infectious  cases,  kept  at  the  Fever  Hospital. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

THE  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
CENTRE  is  held  weekly  on  Wednesday  afternoons  at 
the  Welfare  Hut,  in  Tyler  Street. 

During  the  year  1931,  the  Centre  was  open  on  45 
occasions,  the  attendances  being — mothers,  1,423,  includ¬ 
ing  1 15  expectant  mothers;  and  infants,  1,697. 

THE  ANTENATAL  CLINIC  was  held  on  20 
occasions. 

THE  SCHOOL  CLINIC  for  the  treatment  of  minor 
ailments  in  school  children  is  held  on  Wednesday 
mornings. 

During  the  year  the  Clinic  was  open  on  46  occasions, 
1 17  individual  children  were  treated,  the  total  attendances 
being  219. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  the  Ante¬ 
natal  Clinic,  and  the  School  Clinic  are  staffed  by  myself. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Henley  Street, 
is  open  every  Friday  afternoon  and  is  staffed  by  Dr.  R.  J. 
Cyriax,  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

During  the  year  the  Dispensary  was  open  on  50 
occasions,  the  total  attendance  being  163. 


The  following  is  a  brief  survey  of  the  work  done  at  or 
in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  Seen 
at  Dispensary:  — 

Borough  Rural  District 

New  Cases  . 

Pulmonary  Type 
Non-Pulmonary  Type  ... 

Not  Tuberculous 
Under  Observation,  3 1  / 1 2/3 1 
New  Cases  seen  at  Home 
Pulmonary  Type 
Non-Pulmonary 
Not  Tuberculous 

Total  Home  Visits — Old  and  New  Cases  : 


22 

16 

2 

2 

0 

4 

l8 

9 

2 

1 

3 

1/ 

2 

5 

0 

0 

1 

12 

Borough  Rural  District 
9  29 

X-Ray  Examinations,  Borough  and  Rural 

District  Patients  ...  ...  ...  20 

The  new  cases  include  contacts. 

THE  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC  has  continued  to 
do  good  work. 

The  Clinic  serves  Stratford  and  District  and  cases 
are  treated  from  the  Borough  and  R.D.  of  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  the  Rural  Districts  of  Alcester  and  Shipston.  No 
hard  and  fast  geographical  line  is  drawn,  and  cases  attend 
the  Centre  which  is  the  most  convenient  of  access. 


All  types  of  cripples  are  dealt  with.  Those  which  are 
capable  of  cure  by  means  of  apparatus,  massage,  and 
manipulation  are  treated  locally,  while  those  requiring 
operative  treatment  are  referred  to  the  Coleshill  Hospital. 
Another  very  important  function  of  the  Clinic  is  to  secure 
adequate  after  care  of  operation  cases.  It  has  been  found 
in  the  past  that  much  of  the  good  result  from  an  operation 
was  undone  owing  to  want  of  skilled  post-operative 
supervision. 


Number  on  Register 

103 

Infantile  Paralysis 

New  Cases  ... 

20 

Cases 

19 

Treatment  given  ... 

1059 

Spastic  Paralysis 

Admissions  to 

Cases 

13 

Hospital 

12 

Congenital  Deformities 

12 

Number  Discharged 

9 

Postural  Deformities 

20 

Number  of  Sessions 

50 

Rickets 

14 

Surgeons’  Visits 

12 

Osteomyelitis 

4 

T  uberculous 

1 1 

Miscellaneous 

10 

* 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

L.  L.  FYFE,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.F.P.S.,  D.P.H. 

ASSISTANT  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER  : 

R.  J.  CYRIAX,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
(Provided  by  Joint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis.) 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  : 

J.  H.  DAVIS 

(Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Certificate  of  Meat  Inspec¬ 
tion.) 

HEALTH  VISITORS  : 

Miss  A.  WHEATLEY.  Miss  S.  HUNTER. 
(Provided  by  the  Warwickshire  C.C.) 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 
General  nursing  in  the  home  is  mainly  undertaken  by 
the  Nursing  Home.  In  addition  there  are  several  nurses 
m  the  Borough  working  independently. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply.  The  town  derives  its  water  supply 
from  two  sources,  viz: — from  an  Artesian  Bore  Well, 
situated  in  the  Warwick  Road  and  from  a  gathering 
ground  near  the  Village  of  Snitterfield.  The  water  derived 
from  the  bore  well  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  Bore  Well 
supplies  rather  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  town  supply 
and  during  the  year  as  little  as  possible  of  the  water  from 
the  Snitterfield  source  has  been  used.  The  Snitterfield 
supply,  m  its  raw  state,  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory 
and  requires  constant  supervision.  Before  being  admitted 
to  the  town  mams  it  is  subjected  to  storage,  sand  filtera- 
tion,  chlorination,  and  Alteration  through  Bell’s  Filters. 
The  result  of  these  purification  processes  is  that  before 
being  admitted  to  the  town  mains  the  water  has  reached 
a  high  state  of  bacteriological  purity. 

Quarterly  analysis,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological, 
have  been  carried  out  by  me  and  in  no  case  has  Bacillus 
Coli  been  found  in  less  than  50  c.c.  of  the  water  as 
admitted  to  the  town  mains,  which  may  be  considered  a 
high  standard  of  bacteriological  purity. 


6 


Three  samples  of  watt*  have  been  taken  for  analysis 
from  three  wells  serving  four  houses,  viz.  :  4  and  6, 
Mansell  Street;  14,  West  Street;  and  a  bungalow  in 
Bishopton  Lane. 

The  sample  from  4  and  6,  Mansell  Street,  was  found 
to  be  satisfactory,  and  the  remaining  two  condemned. 

The  town  water  has,  however,  been  laid  on  to  4  and 
6,  Mansell  Street,  and  14,  West  Street,  and  arrangements 
are  being  made  for  it  to  be  laid  to  the  bungalow  at 
Bishopton. 

During  the  year  town  water  has  been  laid  into  four 
houses  previously  supplied  from  wells  and  into  20  houses 
which  previously  drew  their  supply  from  standpipes. 

Drainage  and  Sewers.  The  town  sewage  is  pumped 
to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Milcote,  situate  about 
1 A  miles  from  the  town.  These  works  have  been  inspected 
from  time  to  time  and  have  invariably  been  found  in  good 
order. 

Quarterly  analysis  of  the  sewage  have  been  made  by 
me.  The  final  effluent  has  always  been  found  to  be  of  a 
satisfactory  quality  and  non-polluting  in  character.  It 
can,  therefore,  be  discharged  into  the  river  without 
causing  a  nuisance.  The  average  purification  obtained 
(calculated  on  the  Albumoid  Ammonia  figures)  was  92%. 

No  extension  of  the  mam  sewers  has  been  necessary 
during  the  year.  Two  cottages  at  Bishopton  and  a 
bungalow  off  Maidenhead  Road  have  been  drained  into 
the  sewers  and  the  cesspools  abolished,  while  the  drain¬ 
age  of  53  houses  has  been  relaicl  or  repaired. 

Closet  Accommodation.  The  total  number  of 
water  closets  and  waste  water  closets  in  the  Borough  at 
the  end  of  1931  was  3,191,  being  an  addition  of  43  water 
closets  during  the  year. 

There  are  now  only  15  pail  closets  and  two  privy 
closets  in  the  Borough,  all  of  which  are  outside  the  area 
drained  by  the  Corporation  sewers,  except  for  the  Stone 
Cottage  near  The  Swan’s  Nest  Hotel. 

Fifteen  pail  closets,  one  privy  closet,  and  six  waste 
water  closets  have  been  converted  into  fresh  water  closets, 
while  four  additional  water  closets  have  been  installed 
where  closet  accommodation  was  previously  used  in 
common  by  two  houses. 
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House  Scavenging.  3,709  loads  of  dry  refuse  and 
three  loads  of  midden  refuse  have  been  collected  during 
the  year.  3,556  loads  were  deposited  on  Arden  Street 
tip  and  156  loads  on  Alveston  tip. 

With  the  completion  of  the  conversion  of  privies  and 
middens  to  water  closets  and  ash  bins  at  Tiddmgton, 
Alveston,  and  Bishopton,  the  monthly  emptying  of 
middens  has  been  replaced  with  the  weekly  collection  of 
the  dry  refuse. 

Only  three  loads  of  midden  refuse  were  collected 
during  1931,  as  against  92  in  1930,  and  184  in  1929, 
while  the  dry  refuse  has  increased  from  3,638,  in  1929,  to 
3,709,  in  1931. 

The  cost  of  the  collection  and  disposal  has  also 
fallen  from  ,£1,679  is.  3d.,  in  1928,  to  ,£1,367  3s.  id., 
in  1931 • 

Approximately  three  quarters  of  an  acre  of  the  Arden 
Street  refuse  tip  which  had  been  filled  up  to  ground  level, 
was  taken  over  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  two  years  ago 
for  cultivation  as  a  vegetable  garden  ;  this  is  now  pro¬ 
ducing  very  satisfactory  results.  A  further  portion  of  half 
an  acre,  filled  up  in  1929,  has  recently  been  taken  over 
and  is  now  being  cultivated. 

The  cultivation  of  this  land  in  addition  to  being  made 
productive  has  considerably  improved  the  appearance  of 
the  tip. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Houses  (Housing  Acts) 

Premises  and  Houses  (P.H.  Acts) 

Reinspections,  calls,  etc. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Milk  Purveyors 
Bakehouses 
Workshops 
Shops  (Shops  Acts) 

Markets  and  Shops 
Slaughter  Houses 
Meat  and  other  Foods 
Canal  Boats 

Drains  Tested  and  Inspected 
Rooms  Fumigated 
Complaints  Investigated 


14 
189 
430 

78 

4i 

33 

45 

28 

210 

658 

843 

15 

106 

22 

22 
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Miscellaneous  Visits  4 ... 

Knacker  Yards 
NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED. 
Statutory  Notices 
Informal  Notices 
RESULT  OF  NOTICES  SERVED. 
Notices  complied  with 
Notices  not  complied 
DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Defective  or  Insufficient  Drainage 
Obstructed  Drains 
Fou]  or  Defective  W.C.  Pans 
Defective  W.C.  Flushing  Cisterns 
Want  of  W.C.  Flushing  Cisterns 
Insufficient  Ash  Accommodation 
Defective  R.W.P.’s  or  Eaves  Gutter 
Defective  Roofs 
Defective  or  Fixed  Windows 
Dirty  Walls  and  Ceilings 
Defective  Plaster 
Damp  Walls 
Defective  Floors 
Overcrowding 
Defective  or  want  of  Sink 
No  Water  Supply 
Defective  Yard  Paving 
Foul  Urinal 

Offensive  Accumulations 
Nuisances  from  Animals 
Dirty  Outbuildings 
Dirty  Workshops 
Miscellaneous  Defects 


IMPROVEMENTS  MADE. 

Drains  Cleansed 
Drains  Relaid  or  Repaired 
Houses  Drained  to  the  Sewer 
Cesspools  Abolished 
Vent  Pipes  Repaired 
New  Drain  Traps  Fixed 
Privies  Converted 

WAV.  Closets  Converted  to  W.C.’s 
Pail  Closets  Converted  to  W.C.’s 
New  W.C.’s  Installed 
New  W.C.  Pedestals 
W.C.  Pedestals  Cleansed 
New  W.C.  Flushing  Cisterns 
W.C.  Flushn  Cisterns  Repaired 
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W.C.’s  Provided  with  Flushing  Cisterns  ...  ...  15 

New  Sinks  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

New  Ash  Bins  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Middens  Abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roofs  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

R.W.P.’s  and  Gutters  Renewed  or  Repaired  ...  44 

.Soft  Water  Cisterns  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Windows  Repaired  or  made  to  Open  ...  ...  22 

Wall  Plaster  or  Ceilings  Repaired  ...  ...  49 

Rooms  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Overcrowding  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  Reconditioned  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Through  Vent  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Town  Water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Paving  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Outdoor  Premises  Limewashed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Workshops  Limewashed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Piggeries  Limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  Accumulations  Removed  ...  ...  3 

Urinals  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


SCHOOLS. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  have  been  inspected 
from  time  to  time.  All  are  provided  with  town  water  and 
fresh  water  closets,  and  are  kept  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory 
condition. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

Thirteen  Canal  Boat  inspections  have  been  made 
during  the  year  and  fifteen  boats  inspected. 

One  contravention  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  was 
found,  the  owners  were  communicated  with  and  the  defect 
remedied. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  cabins  and  the  health  of  the 
occupants  were  satisfactory. 

KNACKERS  YARD. 

Six  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Stratford-upon-Avon 
Horse  Slaughtering  Co.’s  Knacker  Yard  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  On  each  visit  the  premises  were  found  to  be  in 
clean  condition 

RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

A  Rat  Week  was  held  in  the  Borough  from  2nd  to 
/th  November;  this  was  advertised  in  The  Herald  and 
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lantern  slides  having  reference  to  Rat  Week  were  shown 
on  the  screen  at  the  Picture  House. 

In  June  last  a  Rat  Club  was  formed  in  the  Borough 
and  its  services  were  obtained  for  the  destruction  of  rats 
on  Corporation  properties. 

During  Rat  Week  291  rats  were  killed  in  the  Borough, 
275  of  these  being  accounted  for  by  the  Rat  Club;  156 
were  killed  on  Arden  Street  refuse  tip,  52  on  Alveston 
refuse  tip,  and  83  on  private  premises. 

Five  hundred  and  four  poison  rat  baits  were  put  in 
42  sewer  manholes  and  an  inspection  made  one  week  later 
showed  that  15s  baits  had  been  taken. 

A  number  of  requests  for  the  assistance  of  the  Rat 
Club  were  received  during  Rat  Week. 

Rat  destruction  is,  however,  not  confined  to  National 
Rat  Week,  as  between  Rat  Week  of  last  year  and  the 
formation  of  the  Rat  Club  in  June,  372  rats  were  destroyed 
on  Corporation  properties,  one  catch  by  the  attendant 
at  the  bathing  place  being  18  young  and*  one  old  rat,  while 
since  the  formation  of  the  Rat  Club  its  members  have 
accounted  for  429  rats — including  the  208  killed  during 
Rat  Week — making  a  total  for  the  year  on  Corporation 
properties  of  781. 

Between  the  1st  of  June  and  the  end  of  this  Rat  Week 
the  Rat  Club  have  killed  905  rats  in  the  Borough  ;  these, 
together  with  391  killed  by  Corporation  workmen  and 
others  on  the  refuse  tips  and  23  on  private  premises,  make 
a  total  of  1,319  killed  between  Rat  Week,  1930,  and  Rat 
Week,  1931. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 
of  Nuisances. 


Premises, 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

1 

Nil 

... 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

78 

Nil 

... 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

•  ‘  • 

... 

Total 

79 

None 

None 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 
Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Accom¬ 
modation  i  .  ,  r 

'  not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts : 
Illegal  occupation  of  Underground  Bake 
house  (s.  101) 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sections  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921) 


)  insufficient 
^unsuitable  or  defective 


3 


2 


3 


5 


Total 


t 
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HOUSING. 

NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii.)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  ...  23 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in¬ 

spected  for  housing  defects  (under  the 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  203 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  632 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (i.)  above)  which  was 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1 923  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

3  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unlit  for  human  habitation  ...  14 

4  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  189 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES'. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  .  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
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Formal  Notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  1 1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
Formal  Notice — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  20  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  tenement  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  Nil 
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(f)  Proceedings  under  Sections  u,  14,  and  15 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  house  having  been  rendered 
fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  6 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  19  registered  Milk  Producers  and  30 
Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  now  on  the  registers. 

Eleven  of  the  retailers  reside  outside  the  Borough 
and  six  of  the  producers  are  also  registered  retailers. 

Forty-one  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  the 
premises  of  retailers  and  78  to  the  producers. 

Retailers’  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory, 
while  in  a  few  instances  cowmen’s  attention  had  to  be 
called  to  the  need  for  more  cleanliness  in  the  condition 
of  the  cows.  Clipping  of  the  flanks  of  the  cows  was 
advised  and  in  several  cases  the  advice  was  accepted. 

The  necessity  of  the  production  of  a  clean  milk  supply 
cannot  be  over  stressed. 

The  cows  udders,  teats,  and  flanks  should  be  washed 
down  to  remove  all  dust  and  dirt  before  milking  is  com¬ 
menced,  the  milker’s  hands  should  be  washed  and  dried 
before  the  milking  of  each  cow,  and  a  clean  overall  should 
be  worn  during  milking  operations. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923, 
one  producer  holds  a  licence  to  sell  milk  as  Grade  A 
(tuberculin  tested)  Milk,  and  a  second  producer  as  Grade 
A  Milk. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Thirty-three  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to 
the  14  bakehouses  in  the  district. 
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In  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  serve  written  notice 
for  abatement  of  any  sanitary  defect,  although  verbal 
notice  was  given  for  limewashing  in  four  instances  and 
three  for  other  defects,  all  of  which  have  been  complied 
with. 


SLAUGTHER  HOUSES. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty-eight  visits  have  been  made  to 
the  slaughter  houses  under  the  Meat  Regulations,  1925. 

There  are  seven  registered  slaughter  houses  and  one 
licenced  slaughter  house  in  the  Borough. 

The  following  diseased  meat  has  been  condemned 
and  destroyed  during  the  year:  — 

Pig’s  Carcasses 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


7 

13 

14 
19 

4 
6 

2 

3 

25 

4 

3,285  lbs. 
2,087  ^s. 
1,198  lbs. 


Heads 
Plucks 

,,  Mesentries 
Bovine  Heads 
Lungs 
Livers 

Sheep  Carcasses 
,,  Livers 
Pieces  of  Venison 
Total  weight  of  meat  condemned 
As  a  result  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

As  a  result  of  other  causes  ... 

MARKETS  AND  SHOPS. 

Two  hundred  and  ten  visits  of  inspection  have  been 
made  to  the  Markets  and  Shops  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year,  and  the  following  foods  condemned  and 
destroyed  :  — 

Dressed  Fowls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

13 
60 
91 

3 

14 

1 1 

4 

4 
6 

2 

1 


Rabbits 

Pot  of  Pears  (lbs.) 

Lbs.  of  Fish  ... 

Tins  of  Beef 

Tomatoes 
Tins  of  Soft  Fruits 
Assorted  Fish 
Milk 

Pine  Slices 
Veal  and  Ham 
Chicken  and  Ham 


>  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


>> 


Fruit  Salad 

Pears 

Beans 


2 

4 

2 


y  y 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

I  have  continued  the  policy  of  admitting  to  Hospital 
practically  all  cases  of  serious  infectious  disease,  such  as 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  etc.,  and  am  satisfied  that 
this  practice  is  the  most  satisfactory  one,  as  it  is  impossible 
to  secure  adequate  isolation  of  infectious  cases  in  poor  and 
often  crowded  houses. 

The  patients  are  removed  to  Hospital  by  Motor 
Ambulance  and  are  attended  there  by  their  own  private 
doctors.  In  cases  from  the  out-lying  districts  where  this 
is  impracticable  they  are  attended  by  myself. 

There  has  been  a  welcome  decline  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  only  15  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  1 1 3  during  1930. 

During  the  year  an  agreement  was  entered  into 
between  The  Joint  Hospital  Committee  and  The  War¬ 
wickshire  C.C.  whereby  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and 
Puerperal  Fever  are  now  treated  in  The  Joint  Hospital. 
The  incidence  of  Diphtheria  has  continued  low — only 
three  cases  being  notified. 
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Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Krysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Puerperal  P'ever 

Enteric  Fever 

(in cl  Paratyphoid) 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Small  Pox 

Under 

1 

Year 

1 

H— * 

1 — * 

i 

to 

1— ' 

! 

2-3 

to 

3-5 

h— ' 

to 

GO 

5-10 

h-* 

to 

10-15 

to 

to 

15-20 

2 

Ot 

to 

t— 1 

20-35 

©» 

h— 

35-45 

Or 

1 

45-65 

H-* 

OS 

Over 

65 

*—* 

wC 

43 

to 

to 

1 

w 

H— 

Or 

! 

Total 

Cases 

to 

i 

OS 

I—1 

to 

00 

Ot 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Nil 

Nil 

os 

Nil 

to 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

Deaths 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1931.  (AGE  GROUPS). 
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ANTITOXINS. 

A  supply  of  Antitoxins  for  the  Treatment  of 
Diphtheria  and  other  diseases  is  kept  at  the  Joint 
Hospital,  and  is  supplied  to  practitioners  on  application. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year,  and  also  the 
death  rate  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

1-5 

1 

5-10 

1 

10-15 

15-20 

1 

1 

20-25 

25-35 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

4 

1 

45-55 

55-65 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

Totals 

3 

2 

2 

6 

1 

1 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  very 
satisfactorily  carried  out  by  the  general  Practitioners.  No 
case  has  died  without  previously  having  been  notified. 

No  occasion  has  arisen  which  necessitated  taking 
action  under  (i)  The  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  (2)  The  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

These  regulations  deal  with  (1)  the  employment  in  the 
milk  trade  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  (2) 
the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis. 
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SCHOOL  CLOSURES  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

During  the  year  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  close 
any  school  for  infectious  disease. 

ARRANGEMENT  FOR  EXAMINATION  OF 
PATHOLOGICAL  SPECIMENS. 

During  the  year  pathological  specimens  have  been 
examined  by  me  at  the  laboratory  in  the  General  Hospital. 
Number  of  specimens  examined  during  the  year-. — 


1.  Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria,  etc.  ...  ...  70 

2.  Specimens  for  Tubercle  Bacille  ...  ...  59 

3.  Blood  for  Typhoid  Fever  (Widal  Reaction)  6 

4.  Blood  Films  for  Malaria  ...  ...  2 

5.  Urethral  Smears  for  Gonococci  ...  ...  16 

6.  Cerebro-spinal  Fluids  for  Meningococci  ...  3 

y.  Chemical  Analysis  of  Water  Samples  ...  72 

8.  Bacteriological  Analysis  of  Water  Samples  ...  8 

9.  Chemical  Analysis  of  Sewage  Samples  ...  17 

10.  Faeces  for  Typhoid  Bacilli  ...  ...  9 


Total  ...  262 


The  above  list  includes  specimens  from  the  Borough 

and  Rural  District. 

VACCINATION. 

No  primary  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  performed 
by  me  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox 
Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

I  have  continued  to  use  Antistreptoeoccal  (Scarlatinal) 
Serum  in  the  treatment  of  Scarlet  Fever.  I  have,  on  the 
whole,  formed  a  favourable  opinion  of  this  Serum,  and 
find,  that  if  used  sufficiently  early  in  the  disease,  it 
reduces  the  tendency  to  complications  and  thus  lessens  the 
average  stay  in  Hospital. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  in  every  case  of  Infectious 
Disease.  The  premises  are  disinfected  by  means  of 
formaldehyde  vapour. 

The  bedding,  etc.,  is  removed  to  Hospital  at  the  same 
time  as  the  patient,  and  is  disinfected  by  means  of  high 
pressure  steam  (Thresh). 
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It  is  also  the  practice  to  disinfect  after  deaths  from 
Cancer  or  Tuberculosis. 

The  cleansing  of  verminous  persons  is  not  under¬ 
taken. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  my  gratitude 
to  the  members  of  the  Corporation  for  the  unfailing 
courtesy,  and  the  sympathetic  consideration  they  have 
given  to  any  proposals  I  have  brought  forward  with  a 
view  to  improving  the  health  of  the  town. 

I  would  also  express  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Davies,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  also  to  Misses  Wheatley  and 
Hunter,  the  County  Council  Health  Visitors,  for  their 
invaluable  help. 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

L.  L.  FYFE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Borough  of  Stratford-on-Avon 

during  the  year  1931. 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Cases. 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

.  •  . 

2. 

Measles 

•  •  • 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

•  •  • 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

r  •  • 

5 

Diphtheria  ..  ;  ... 

.  .  . 

O' 

Influenza 

.  •  • 

7- 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

•  •  • 

8. 

Oerebro-spinal  fever 

•  •  • 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  syste 

U1 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

11. 

Syphilis 

12, 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 
dorsalis 

tabes 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

... 

14. 

Diabetes 

15. 

Cerebral  hsemorrage,  &c. 

.. 

16. 

Heart  disease 

17. 

Aneurysm 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

19. 

Bronchitis 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  See,  (under  2  years) 

24. 

25. 

26. 

Appendicitis 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

... 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

29. 

30. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Other  puerperal  causes 

... 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature 
malformations,  etc. 

birth, 

32. 

33. 

34. 

Senility 

Suicide 

Other  violence 

»  •  • 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  un-kuown 

... 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No  35  above) 
Small-pox 
*  Poliomyelitis 

|  Polioencephalitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total... 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total... 

Stillbirths 

Legitmate 

Illegitimate  ...  

Total  .. 

I  »4 

Population 


Males 

74 


Females 


1 


1 


1 


6 

1 


9 

12 

17 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 

o 


3 

3 


2 

7 


5 


72 

70 

o 


73 

73 


3 

3 
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ciot  a  sc  t c  ►-*  to  to  ter-  to  w  ic  tv  m  m  to 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(1931). 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 
Council  of  Stratford-on-Avon. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
done  by  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1931. 

INCREASE  IN  AREA. 

On  the  1st  April  the  area  of  the  Rural  District  was 
considerably  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  Rural 
District  of  Marston  Sicca  (comprising  the  parishes  of  Long 
Marston,  Dorsington,  Clifford  Chambers,  Welford-on- 
Avon,  and  Preston-on-Stour)  and  the  Parish  of  Alder- 
minster. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  Acres),  end  of  1931  ...  ...  ...  63,655 

Estimated  Residential  Population  (mid  1931)...  12,310 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1931)  ...  3,676 


RATEABLE  VALUE. 


Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 
Adjusted  Population  for  Calculation  of  Birth  and 
Death  Rates 


.^55,286 

^210 

11,820 


EXTRACTS 
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FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 

YEAR. 

Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

...  ...  ...  95 

92 

Illegitimate 

2 

•  •  •  •  •  •  "  •  •  • 

3 

Total  ...  97 

95 

Still  Births  : 

Birth  Rate=i6-2  per  1000. 

Males 

Females 

2  ...  3 

Still  Birth  Rate  =  25-4  per  1000  Births. 

Deaths :  Males  Females  Total 

70  66  136 

Death  Rate=  11.5  per  1000. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year :  — 

Legitimate  ...  6  ...  4 

Illegitimate  ...  —  ...  I 

Total  ...  6  ...  5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  57-3  per  1000  Births. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age),  1. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child¬ 
birth — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  From  other  causes  ...  ...  nil 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

The  general  provision  of  health  services  in  the  area 
with  regard  to  the  provision  of  Hospital  Accommodation, 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres,  Ambulance  Facilities,  etc., 
are  the  same  as  those  provided  for  the  Borough,  details  of 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  for  the  Borough. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS: 


* 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

L.  L.  FYFE,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.F.P.S.,  D.P.H. 

SANITARY  SURVEYOR  : 

H.  J.  WEEKS 

(Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  The  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  and  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate). 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General  nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out  by  the 
District  Nursing  Associations. 

(J?)  In  the  case  of  Infectious  Disease  practically  all 
cases  are  admitted  to  hospital. 

(c)  There  are  14  midwives  practising  in  the  district. 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Constant  water  supplies  are  available  in  the  following 
Parishes :  Beaudesert,  Clifford  Chambers,  Combroke, 
Dorsington,  Henley-in-Arden,  Long  Marston,  Loxley, 
Kineton  and  Ullenhall. 

To  prevent  any  pollution  of  the  gathering  grounds, 
the  Council  provided  the  tenants  of  these  lands  with 
artificial  manures. 

Samples  from  each  of  these  supplies  have  been  pro¬ 
cured  during  the  year,  and  upon  analysis  have  been  found 
to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

The  supply  to  the  village  of  Clifford  Chambers  is 
obtained  in  bulk  from  the  Stratford-on-Avon  Borough 
Council,  whilst  the  supplies  to  Dorsington  and  Marston 
Sicca  are  procured  from  the  mams  of  the  Evesham  Rural 
District  Council. 

The  Kineton  Waterworks  are  now  the  property  of 
the  Council,  these  having  been  purchased  from  Lord 
Willoughby  de  Brooke,  and  the  Council  are  considering 
ways  and  means  of  improving  this  scheme  and  obtaining 
additional  water. 
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Small  public  supplies  are  obtainable  in :  Binton, 
Bearley,  Hampton  Lucy,  and  Weston-on- A  von,  where 
pumps  and  water  elevators  are  utilised. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  derives  its  water  from 
wells  (mostly  shallow)  and  these  are  mostly  lined  with 
brickwork  or  concrete  and  provided  with  water-tight 
covers. 

Fifty-two  samples  of  water  from  private  wells  have 
been  analysed  during  the  year  in  addition  to  those  of 
the  public  water  supplies.  Of  this  number  eighteen  were 
found  to  be  “unfit”  for  domestic  use,  whilst  the  remain¬ 
ing  thirty-four  were  found  to  be  fit.  Steps  have  been 
taken  to  provide  other  supplies  to  replace  the  “unfit” 
wells,  whilst  in  some  cases  the  polluted  wells  have  been 
cleansed  and  re-lined. 

No  extension  of  any  water  main  has  taken  place 
during  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

The  undermentioned  parishes  have  up-to-date  Sewage 
Disposal  Works,  viz  : — Kineton,  Moreton  Morrell,  Welles- 
bourne  Hastings,  Wellesbourne  Mountford,  and  Wootton 
Wawen.  The  final  effluents  are  discharged  into  the 
tributaries  of  the  Warwickshire  Avon. 

Samples  of  effluents  from  these  works  are  procured 
for  analysis  periodically  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  No  complaints  have  been  received  from  the 
County  Council  in  respect  of  any  of  these  works. 

No  extensions  of  sewers  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year,  but  the  Moreton  Morrell  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
have  been  remodelled  and  about  200  yards  of  outfall 
sewer  relaid. 

Eighty-two  new  private  drains  have  been  tested  and 
inspected  during  the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Both  at  Kineton  and  Wellesbourne  there  still  remain 
a  large  number  of  pail  closets,  although  in  the  former  a 
further  four  of  these  have  been  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system. 

At  Wellesbourne,  where  there  is  no  public  water 
supply,  it  is,  of  course,  difficult  to  embark  on  a  wholesale 
conversion  scheme. 
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The  remainder  of  the  district  (which  is  solely 
agricultural  and  sparsley  populated)  is  still  served  by 
closets  on  the  conservancy  system,  the  ashpit  privy  being 
the  type  mostly  favoured,  whilst  a  few  have  pail  closets. 

The  whole  of  the  township  of  Henley-in-Arden  has 
now  been  converted  to  a  water  carriage  system. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Public  Scavenging  is  carried  out  at  Alderminster, 
Ashorne,  Beaudesert,  Kineton,  Wellesbourne  Hastings, 
Wellesbourne  Mountford,  and  Wootton  Wawen  (Wootton, 
Henley,  and  Ullenhall  Wards). 

The  disposal  is  mostly  done  by  contract  and  much 
of  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  whilst  the  night 
soil  is  ploughed  into  the  ground. 

The  collection  of  fixed  ashpits  is  monthly,  whilst 
movable  receptacles  are  emptied  weekly. 

The  Council  are  still  establishing  “tips”  for  the  use 
of  smaller  villages,  and  these  are  filling  a  long  felt  want 
and  is  Dreventmg  a  growing  practice  of  tipping  such 
refuse  alongside  the  road. 

There  are  still  some  villages  where  such  a  “tip”  is 
needed,  notably  Hampton  Lucy,  Loxley,  and  Welford- 
on-Avon,  but  the  Council  are  in  consultation  with  the 
Parish  Councils  of  these  places,  and  doubtless  the  need 
will,  ere  long,  be  met. 

The  policy  of  the  Council  in  calling  upon  owners  of 
property  to  provide  suitable  receptacles  for  the  storage  of 
house  refuse  is  still  being  pursued,  and  covered  Sanitary 
Bins  are  provided,  which  are  easily  dealt  with  by  the 
Contractors,  and  this  is  much  cleaner,  as  well  as  being 
sanitary. 

In  view  of  the  enlargement  of  the  area  under  the 
review  of  the  County  Districts,  the  Council  will,  no 
doubt,  have  to  consider  the  question  of  the  performance 
of  scavenging  by  direct  labour  as  opposed  to  the  Contract 
System. 

Since  my  last  report,  the  Council  have  acquired  a 
Motor  Cesspool  Emptier,  and  this  will  fill  a  long  felt  need 
in  the  villages  where  no  sewers  exist,  but  constant  build¬ 
ing  is  progressing. 
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HOtJSlNG. 

The  Council’s  progress  in  the  matter  of  the  erection 
of  houses  for  unskilled  labourers  has  received  a  check 
during  the  last  year,  and  only  at  Kineton  and  Welford- 
on-Avon  has  any  progress  been  made. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  the  proposal  to  erect 
houses  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Authorities)  Act,  1931, 
and  these  houses  would  be  utilized  solely  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  agricultural  worker,  and  application  was 
made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval  to  erect  144 


additional  houses  as  follows:  — 

Alderminster  ...  ...  ...  4 

Binton  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Charlecote  ...  ...  ...  4 

Claverdon  ...  ...  ...  4 

Combroke  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dorsmgton  ...  ...  ...  2 

Eatington  ...  ...  ...  6 

Grafton  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hampton  Lucy  ...  ...  ...  6 

Kineton  ...  ...  ...  12 

Loxley  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Marston  Sicca  ...  ...  ...  10 

Milcote  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Moreton  Morrell  ...  ...  ...  4 

Newbold  Pacey  and  Ashorne  ...  4 

Snitterfield  ...  ...  ...  8 

Welford-on-Avon  ...  ...  8 

Wellesbourne  ...  ...  ...  24 

Weston-on-Avon  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wolverton  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wootton  Wawen  ...  ...  .  2  A 


144 


It  is  hoped  that  with  the  additional  subsidy  offered 
by  the  Treasury  and  that  from  the  County  Council  to  erect 
houses  for  the  occupation  of  persons  who  will  be  dis¬ 
possessed  from  houses  which  will  be  demolished. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Eighty-five  visits  have  been  made  to  the  premises  of 
producers  and  retailers  of  milk. 

There  are  at  present,  in  the  district,  one  producer  of 
Certified  Milk  ”  (who  bottles  this  on  his  farm  and  retails 
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to  the  Boroughs  of  Stratford,  Leamington  Spa  and 
Warwick),  three  Grade  “A”  producers,  which  goes  to 
show  that  the  district  is  producing  a  milk  of  a  high  grade. 

The  improvement  found  in  the  buildings,  in  the 
grooming  of  the  cows  and  general  cleanliness  of  the 
employees,  is  a  matter  for  congratulation,  and  is  a  distinct 
advantage. 

MEAT. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  the  slaughterhouses 
of  the  district  during  the  hours  of  slaughter  which  are 
regularly  given  by  the  butchers  as  required  by  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  has 
again  been  very  small,  only  about  four  hundred  pounds 
being  condemned  ;  which  proves  that  the  meat  produced 
is  of  a  very  high  grade. 

The  total  number  of  slaughter  houses  in  use  is  14,  an 
increase  of  one  over  the  total  for  the  year  1930. 

The  butchers  are  particularly  careful  in  the  matter  of 
cleanliness  and  co-operate  loyally  with  the  Public  Health 
Authorities  in  everything  appertaining  to  the  production 
of  clean  and  wholesome  food. 

The  “  Cash  ”  captive  bolt  is  used  by  all  the  butchers 
for  bovines,  and  has  been  found  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

BYE-LAWS  RELATING  TO  SHEDS,  TENTS,  VANS,  ETC. 

The  Council  have  adopted  model  bye-laws  dealing 
with  nuisances  arising  from  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  and 
these  have  been  found  to  be  invaluable  in  dealing  with  the 
occupants  of  such  structures. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1931. 

I. — NEW  HOUSES. 

(a)  Total  .  22 

(£)  With  State  assistance  under  the  1919,  1923, 

1924. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  8 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  o 
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1 .  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE 

YEAR  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  513 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  602 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above),  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925  ...  ...  ...  94 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found 

to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  24 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  preced¬ 
ing  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  98 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  61 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 

YEAR  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18,  and  23  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  38 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice :  — 

(a)  By  owners  34 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  0 
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(b)  Proceedings  tinder  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners 


(0)  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of 
Housing  Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 

tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 
t  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  sevice  of  formal 
notices :  — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  became  opera¬ 
tive  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close 
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19 

o 


3 

o 


o 


o 


34 

o 


o 
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Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:  — 

(f)  Proceeding  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Q 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 
the  dwelling  houses  having  been 

rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  o 

VISIT  TO  PREMISES. 

House  Inspections  (H.T.P.  and  Acts)  ...  ...  483 

,,  ,,  (Public  Health  Acts)  ...  ...  ? 

F  actories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Outworkers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  282 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  92 

Markets  and  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Complaints  Investigated  ...  ...  ...  240 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  notice  ...  ...  40 

Investigation  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  22 

Drains  Tested  .  1 14 

Premises  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Water  Samples  Procured  for  Analysis  ...  ...  52 

NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED. 

Informal  Notices  .  162 

Statutory  Notices  . 48 

RESULTS  OF  NOTICES  SERVED. 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 1 

Notices  not  complied  with  rv,  ...  ...  29 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Obstructed  Drains  .....  c  a 

Defective  Drains  .  8 

Insufficient  Drainage  ...  .  12 

Foul  Drain  Inlets 

Drain  Inlets  inside  premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Soil  Pipes  C  T  io 
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Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation  ...  ...  1 4 

No.  of  Foul  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  W.C.  Traps  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  W.C.  Pans,  Defective  Water  Closets 

(floors,  roofs,  walls,  seats,  fittings)  ...  ...  20 

W.C.  without  Flushing  Apparatus  ...  ...  6 

Foul  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foul  Urinals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  Washing  Accommodation  ...  ...  12 

Defective  Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Absence  of  Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Damp  Walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dirty  Walls  and  Ceilings  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  Walls  and  Ceiling  Plaster  ...  ...  7 

Defective  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  Rain  Water  Pipes  and  Gutters  ...  3 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Foul  Soft  Water  Cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  28 

Nuisances  from  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ? 

Water  Supply  (unfit  for  use),  No.  of  Wells  ...  18 

Houses  without  Wate  Supply  ...  ...  ...  4 

Insufficient  Ash  Accommodation  ...  ...  124 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

REMEDIAL  WORKS  CARRIED  OUT. 

Drains  Cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Drains  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

New  Drain  Traps  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drains  Re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Houses  Drained  to  Sewer  ...  ...  ...  31 

W.C.’s  Cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

W.C.’s  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  W.C.  Pans  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

W.C.’s  Provided  with  Flushing  Apparatus  ...  2 

W.C.  Flushing  Apparatus  Repaired  ...  ...  12 

Privies  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  W.C.’s  Erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Privies  Demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Privies  Dispensed  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Privies  Converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  8 

Privies  Replaced  with  Pail  Closets  .  I 
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Waste  Water  Closets  Replaced  with  Fresh  W.C.’s  2 
Pail  Closets  Replaced  by  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  W.C.  Troughs  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ashbins  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 10 

Sinks  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  Urinals  Erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  Sinks  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sink  and  Bath  Wastes  Repaired  ...  ...  14 

Wash-houses  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  general  arrangements  for  the  control  of  Infectious 
Diseases  including  (a)  the  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  notifiable  Infectious  Disease  (b)  the 
disinfection  of  Infected  Premises  and  Clothing  ( c )  the 
supply  of  Antitoxins,  and  ( d )  the  examination  of  patho¬ 
logical  specimens,  etc.,  are  the  same  as  those  for  the 
Borough  of  Stratford-on-Avon. 

During  the  month  of  October  there  was  an  unfortunate 
outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  “  B  ”  Fever — producing  three 
cases  in  Ashorne  and  two  in  Wellesbourne.  A  special 
report  on  this  outbreak  was  presented  to  the  Council  and 
copies  were  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  The  County 
Medical  Officer. 

With  this  exception  the  district  has  kept  remarkably 
free  from  infectious  disease — there  being  only  13  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  two  of  Diphtheria  as  compared  with 
40  and  three  respectively  in  the  previous  year. 

The  notification  of  cases  of  pneumonia  is  still  very 
unsatisfactory,  many  cases  not  being  notified  by  the 
general  practitioners  in  spite  of  repeated  reminders  on 
the  subject. 


SCHOOL  CLOSURES  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

SCHOOL.  DISEASE.  PERIOD  CLOSED. 

Preston  Bagot  ...  Measles  ...  July  16 — after  Summer 

Holiday 
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Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Enteric  Fever 
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*-* 
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Puerperal 

Pynexia 

Puerperal  F'ever 

Diphtheria 
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4 
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to 
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Nil 

Nil 

Total 

Deaths 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1931.  (AGE  GROUPS). 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year,  and  also  the 
death  rate  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

1-5 

5-10 

2 

1 

10-15 

1 

1 

1 

15-20 

1 

1 

20-25 

1 

1 

25-35 

1 

35-45 

2 

1 

45-55 

1 

1 

55-65 

2 

2 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

Totals 

5 

4 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

No  occasion  has  arisen  which  necessitated  taking 
action  under  (i)  The  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  (2)  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

These  regulations  deal  with  (1)  the  employment  in 
the  milk  trade  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis, 
and  (2)  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  no  (a)  primary  vaccination,  or  (£) 
re-vaccination  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  P.H.  Small-Pox  Prevention 
Regulations  of  1917. 


In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  for  the 
sympathetic  interest  and  support  which  they  have 
accorded  me,  and  also  to  Mr.  H.  Weeks,  the  Sanitary 
Surveyor,  for  his  invaluable  and  willing  assistance 
throughout  the  year. 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

L.  L.  FYFE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  Rural  District  of  Stratford-on-Avon 

during  the  year  1931. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Cases. 

70 

66 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

•  • . 

2 

2. 

Measles 

•  •  • 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

•  •  • 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

•  •  • 

5. 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

6. 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargies 

•  •  . 

8- 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

... 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

4 

3 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

2 

11. 

Syphilis 

... 

1 

12, 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 

tabes 

dorsalis 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

... 

9 

6 

14. 

Diabetes 

15. 

Cerebral  hsemorrage,  &c. 

5 

1 

16. 

Heart  disease 

13 

17 

17. 

Aneurysm 

... 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

7 

19. 

Bronchitis 

1 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

3 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer 

3 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  &c,  (under  2  years) 

1 

24. 

Appendicitis 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

2 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

o 

Am 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

malformations,  etc. 

3 

3 

32. 

Senility 

7 

6 

33. 

Suicide 

34. 

Other  violence 

1 

3 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases 

7 

6 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  un-knowii 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No  35  above) 

Small-pox 

,  ,  , 

Poliomyelitis 

,  m 

Polioencephalitis 

•  •  • 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

Total... 

6 

5 

Legitimate 

•  •  . 

6 

4 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

1 

Live  Births 

Total... 

97 

95 

Legitimate 

95 

92 

Illegitimate 

•  •  « 

2 

3 

Stieebirths 

Total  .. 

2 

3 

Legitmate 

•  •  V 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

... 

1 

POPUEATION 

... 

12,310 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  MARSTON  SICCA. 


* 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(1931). 


The  Rural  District  of  Marston  Sicca  ceased  to  exist 
as  such  on  the  1st  April,  1931 — on  that  date  being 
incorporated  in  the  Rural  District  of  Stratford-on-Avon. 
Consequently  this  brief  report  deals  only  with  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year  1931. 

POPULATION. 

For  the  purpose  of  calculating  the  Birth  and  Death 
Rates,  etc.,  the  “  adjusted  population”  is  given  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  418. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births:  Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  ...  1  ...  2  ...  3 

Illegitimate  ...  —  ...  —  ...  — 

Birth  Rate  =  7. 1  per  1000. 

Deaths*.  Males  Females  Total 

3  . . .  6  ...  9 

Death  Rate  =  2i  per  1000. 

Still  Births  =  nil. 


Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child¬ 
birth  :  — 


(a)  From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  From  other  causes  ...  ...  nil 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  nil 

There  was  no  unusual  sickness  or  mortality  through¬ 
out  the  three  months  dealt  with  in  this  report. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  or  Tuberculosis  was 
notified. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

(a)  Number  of  complaints  received  ... 

(b)  ,,  ,,  ,,  reported  to  R.D.C. 

(c)  ,,  ,,  nuisances  abated 

(d)  ,,  ,,  Statutory  Notices  served 

(e)  Dairies,  cowsheds,  milkshops  inspected  ... 

HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  period  of  the 
year  under  consideration. 

UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1 .  INSPECTION. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in¬ 

spected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  7 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  ...  —  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  12 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be 

in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  I 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  6 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICE. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  3 


UMT^lTi  row 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
(January  ist  to  April  1st,  1931.) 


All  Causes 


Males  Females 


3 


6 


Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ...  1 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  &  Chronic  Nephritis  ...  — 

Senility  . 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

L.  L.  FYFE, 


3 

1 

1 

1 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  tlie  year  1931.  (Provisional  figures). 

(The  mortality  rates  for  Englaud  and  Wales  refer  to  the  whole  population  but  for  London  and  the  towns  to  civilians  only.) 
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